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From the president’s
Hello everyone.
May I wish you all a Merry Christmas & Happy & safe New
Year.
I started my last report in Kit with a statement to everyone
about another COVID outbreak in progress, little did I think
we would be having another, although a different variant,
as I am writing this report. While this variant is much more
easily contracted it does not seem to have the strength of
the previous strains, let us hope that is the case. It appears our
Authorities are not inclined to make compulsory shut downs as per
previous outbreaks. People now have the choice to either stay at home
or go outdoors if they wish, only being forced to isolate if they either
have COVID or are a close contact. Some may say we should isolate
however civil disobedience was rising and that’s when things get out of
hand. I suppose time will tell us if those decisions made were right or
wrong. It is up to us to make the choice to isolate or live with the
menace in our midst and get on with our lives.
Since the last Kit we have predominately been in isolation so no
meetings although our Advocates have been extremely busy all through,
working from here and from home, just to keep up with demand. The
problems DVA are having has certainly not helped just at a time when
demand is very heavy as we are receiving requests from all over the
district & even some from other districts. I must thank the guys, they
work hard and have done an excellent job. While on the subject of
Advocates many in the district have “retired” and not taking any more
cases, some through age and others in protest over DVA difficulties. We
here at the Sub Branch are still functioning relatively normally so if you
have thoughts of dealing with DVA or just need some help please
contact us.

The RSL State Conference was conducted last week in Cyber space
(Zoom). We did not have a representative for this conference, for several
reasons I will not go into via this media, so I have no news of the outcome until I can read the minutes. I have a feeling we are in for many
changes over the next couple of years, it probably needed to happen
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although this old body is not as willing to change as it used to be. I will
inform members of changes though as soon as we can after being
advised.
One change already, the axing of annual fees has raised a lot of
questions, mainly here in the administration side of the Sub Branch. We
are getting notifications from State regularly, on this and new membership to explain some of the issues although still many exist. We are
having to do a lot more administration that State used to handle because they no longer have the Staff to do the job. My thoughts on that
are “nor do we”.Our Sub Branch membership is declining, with new
membership not making up the difference. We are not fortunate to have
a large drawing area of military people & this is probably the main
reason for the decline. The Sub Branch Committee is at a minimum
level to maintain the everyday needs required. Our Sub Branch is in a
good shape financially. We should be able to continue to help those
veterans in the district and contribute some to RSL Care. Our two Trustees have done an excellent job this year having reorganised our share
portfolio and increased our investment capital. Money we had in the
bank was getting virtually no interest so it was of more benefit to the
Sub Branch to reinvest it elsewhere.
ANZAC day is still up in the air. We will be starting on the planning after
this break although no one is certain if the event will happen as it used
to. We will endeavour to do as best as we can on the day and we will
inform you all as soon as we can what is going to happen.
That’s about it for this Kit, keep well & safe for the New Year.

The Price of Liberty is Eternal Vigilance
Bill NOBLE BEM ~ President
DISCLAIMER: This

newsletter is produced for the membership of the Toronto
RSL Sub Branch and complimentary copies are also distributed to interested
parties. It is written with care, in good faith and from sources believed to be
accurate at the time of writing. However, readers should not act, nor
refrain from acting, solely on the basis of information in this newsletter about
financial, taxation or any other matter. Readers, having regard to their own
particular circumstances, should consult the relevant authorities or other
advisors with expertise in the particular field. Neither the Toronto RSL Sub
Branch, nor the management committee or editorial staff accept any
responsibility for actions taken by readers.
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TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE TORONTO RSL SUB BRANCH
ON MONDAY THE 14TH FEBRUARY 2022 THE ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING IS TO BE HELD~CONTACT
SUB-BRANCH PRIOR FOR LOCATION
THIS IS NOT AN ELECTION YEAR, HOWEVER, THIS
DOES NOT STOP MEMBERS FROM PUTTING THEIR
HAND UP TO FILL OTHER POSITIONS AS REQUIRED.
SO DON’T BE SHY STEP UP AND ASSIST YOUR FELLOW
SERVICEMEN BY PUTTING YOUR NAME FORWARD FOR
ONE OF THE POSITIONS WHEN THEY ARE CALLED FOR.
THERE HAVE BEEN VERY FEW WILLING TO UNDERTAKE
THIS TASK IN THE PAST AND I BELIEVE IT’S ABOUT
TIME SOME OF YOU STEPPED FORWARD AS THIS
PLACE HAS BEEN RUN BY THE SAME PEOPLE FOR
MANY YEARS NOW AND IF YOU WANT US TO KEEP OUR
CHARTER AND REMAIN A STAND ALONE SUB-BRANCH
WE NEED SOME MORE VOLUNTEERS

DATES TO REMEMBER
Monday ~ 10/01/22 ~ Monthly Meeting
CANCELLED~DUE TO COVID RESTRICTIONS
~Monday~ 14/02/22 ~ ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING CONTACT SUB-BRANCH PRIOR FOR
LOCATION AND NUMBERS FOR ATTENDANCE
Monday~14/03/22~Monthly Meeting at 10.00am
IRISH: Sean O’Grady came to tell Mrs. O”Flaherty about her
husband ‘s untimely drowning in a vat of beer.
‘Oh, the poor man” she sobbed, “Please, tell me, did he suffer
much?”
Sean said, “I don’t think so mum; he came out three times to pee!”
Page……/3

CHAPLAINS CORNER
It is hard to believe that 2021 is nearly finished. It has been
incredibly difficult year again with what’s happened in
Afghanistan, COVID restrictions, lockdowns and now rampant
COVID. It has been a difficult and messy year for many.
That first Christmas over 2000 years ago was difficult, hard and
messy too. Jesus was born into a messy world. One that found
Mary giving birth where animals are normally housed. A world that had no
room for Jesus, he was born on the margins. On the margins of Bethlehem
and he comes into the world on the margins of society. To give us all hope.
Our hope lies with the Christ Child.
Christmas may not look like we expected this year. This year we have
learnt to not take our time here on earth for granted. To make each moment
count, even when we can’t gather with everyone we love. Our hope lies in
the love we share each other this Christmas and that right there is the
works of the Christ Child within us.
Hoping you all had a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Peace be with you,
The Reverend Melanie Whalley
BELIEVING
There was a little old lady who was very spiritual, who would step out onto her front
porch every day, raise her arms to the sky and yell, “Praise the Lord!”
One day an atheist bought the house next door to her, and he became very irritated
with the spiritual lady. So after a month or so of her yelling “Praise the Lord” the
neighbour went outside and yelled back “There is no Lord!” Yet the little old lady
continued.
One cold wintery day when the little old lady couldn’t get to the store due to snowfall, she went out on her porch, raised her arms up to the sky and said, “Help me
Lord, I have no more money, it’s cold and I have no more food.” The next morning
she went outside and found 3 bags of food on her front porch, enough to last her a
week. “Praise the Lord!” she yelled.
The atheist jumped out from behind the bushes and said, “Haha, there is no Lord, I
bought those groceries for you.”
The little old lady raised her arms to the sky and yelled, “Praise the Lord, you sent
me groceries and you made the devil pay for them!”
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NEWCASTLE
ARMOURY

“NEWCASTLE ARMOURY IS A
LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER.
WE BUY AND SELL ~ NEW AND
USED FIREARMS, AMMUNITION,
RELOADING COMPONANTS AND
GUN RELATED ACCESSORIES”
NSW FDL: 411930229
2/78 SEVENTH STREET, BOOLAROO NSW 2284
PHONE: (02) 4958 2378
WWW.NEWCASTLEARMOURY.COM.AU
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The Newcastle Beacon was formed about three
years ago following the finding of a great need for
first responders for veterans and their families, as
well as other emergency department personnel
across Newcastle and the Hunter, they are
independent of government and employers and its
formation is unique to the area.
Navigating support services alone can be overwhelming for anyone in
crisis, but the Beacon believe they have the Specialised Team and Volunteers to assist them in their work. They have formed a network of organisations, professionals, specialised staff and highly trained volunteers to support them in this work, which include social workers, welfare
officers and advocates. Their combination of professional skills and lived
experience enables them to meet the needs of veterans and first responders with the right resources, knowledge, skills and compassion.
Their office is upstairs at TPI House, 76 Cowper Street, Wallsend ~
open 9.30am to 2.00pm Monday to Friday
Drop in for a cuppa or a chat or ~ email:newcastlebeacon.org.au

Patron:

Wing Commander RAAF (r'td)
John HULBERT
Bill NOBLE BEM
Brian BESLEY

President :
Vice Pres:
Vice Pres:
Hon. Secretary:
Ron MITCHERSON
Hon. Treasurer:
Garry COLEMAN
Visitation Officer: Kerry SMART
Pensions Officers: Roger PRIEST, Phil ROBINSON, Peter
KEANE J.P.
Webmaster:
Brian STAPLES
EDITORIAL STAFF: Ron MITCHERSON : Bill NOBLE BEM
TRUSTEES: Garry COLEMAN, Brian STAPLES J.P, Roger
PRIEST.
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FOR ALL YOU RETIRED SEA FAIRERS OUT THERE (RAN)

Sydney farewells HMAS Sirius
15 November 2021
The Royal Australian Navy’s last Auxiliary Oiler supply ship, HMAS Sirius
has been farewelled by Navy’s east-coast based Fleet and dignitaries
ahead of its decommissioning in Western Australia in December.

New South Wales Governor General Her Excellency the Honourable
Margaret Beazley AC QC and Navy personnel waved from ships and from
ashore, as the Oiler did a farewell lap of Sydney Harbour as part of its
decommissioning tour.
Commanding Officer of HMAS Sirius, Commander Christopher Doherty
said the ship and those who have crewed her have excelled in their duties.
“Since commissioning in 2006, HMAS Sirius has completed 766 Replenishments at Sea. This equates to almost one every week since
commissioning,” Commander Doherty said.
“We have been honoured to provide critical logistics capability to not only
Australian naval ships, but those from New Zealand, the United States, the
United Kingdom, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Spain, South Korea,
Japan and Canada.
“It has been a great privilege to serve on board Sirius knowing that our
work has enabled the Fleet to stay at sea to help safeguard the region.”
During the lap of the harbour, HMA Ships Supply, Arunta, Watson, Penguin,
Kuttabul and a MH-60R helicopter from 816 Squadron at HMAS Albatross,
joined the event to pay tribute to Sirius 15 years of service.
“Today demonstrates how the Australian Navy values and supports its
own,” Commander Doherty said.
“To see so many of our colleagues turn out to farewell us was a moment I
am sure none of the crew will forget.”
Following the lap, Sirius rendezvoused with HMAS Supply in the vicinity of
the Western Channel. The two ships then steamed together out of the
harbour and undertook a Replenishment at Sea.
HMAS Sirius decommissioning will be the end of an era and signify the
official handover of replenishment capability to the Supply Class Auxiliary
Oiler Replenishment ships, HMA Ships Supply and Stalwart.
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HMAS Canberra returns home
13 November 2021
Almost 450 men and women who embarked on HMAS Canberra earlier this year
have returned to Fleet Base East, Sydney today following a near five month
deployment.
The Landing Helicopter Dock (LHD) left Sydney in July and took part in Exercise
TALISMAN SABRE 21 off Queensland, before joining the US-led Large Scale
Global Exercise 21 in the Western Pacific. Recently the ship took part in exercise
BERSAMA GOLD near Singapore to mark the 50th anniversary of the Five Power
Defence Arrangements.
HMAS Canberra also led an Australian task group that included HMA Ships Anzac
and Sirius in Indo-Pacific Endeavour 2021 (IPE21), Australia’s flagship regional
engagement activity.
Commander IPE21, Commodore Mal Wise, said, despite the challenges of
COVID-19, the contactless deployment was able to achieve meaningful
engagement with many regional partners.
“We engaged directly with eight regional nations, conducting virtual workshops on
issues of importance and practicing interoperability between navies.
“IPE continues to be an important way for Australia and partner nations to
reinforce that an open, inclusive and resilient Indo-Pacific benefits all nations in
the region,” Commodore Wise said.
IPE21 involved multiple engagements with partners in Southeast Asia – including
Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and
Vietnam – as well as interaction with ships from the United Kingdom, United
States and New Zealand.
Canberra was one of seven major fleet units that deployed to East Asia this year
in a tangible demonstration of Australia’s commitment to security cooperation and
partnerships in our immediate region. HMA Ships Ballarat, Brisbane and Warramunga concurrently deployed.
Commanding Officer of HMAS Canberra, Captain Jace Hutchison thanked his
crew for their professionalism.
“Being at sea for such a long period of time can be very challenging. The crew has
demonstrated resilience, professionalism and a great deal of commitment while
deployed and I couldn’t be more proud of them,” Captain Hutchison said.

“Of course, standing behind the crew are countless family and friends without
whom we could not do this job. I thank them for their support.”
Now home, Canberra’s crew will take some leave but will remain at 48-hours
notice to move over Christmas and New Year’s as part of Navy’s contingency
planning for the high-risk weather season.
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A WISE OLD MAN: An old man walks up to the counter of a pawn shop
holding an old guitar, “I’d like your opinion on this guitar, how much do
you think it’s worth?”
The pawnbroker looks it up and down and says, “Well, I can tell right now
that there’s a little warping in the neck, the lacquer has faded and there
are scratches and dents all over. It’s an old, well played guitar, but I don’t
think it’s worth any more than twenty dollars.”
“Okay, if that’s what you think it’s worth we have a deal.”
“Great.” replies the pawnbroker shaking his hand.
“There’s twenty dollars.” says the old man, “I’ll buy it right now!”
The broker stops and suddenly looks confused, “Wait, buy?” he asks.
“Yes!” smiles the old man as he flips the guitar over and says, “This has
a sticker on the back for one hundred and fifty dollars, but, now I have
your honest opinion, I think twenty dollars is a good deal.”
MORE IRISH: A Texan walks into an Irish Pub and says, “I’ve heard of
you Irish and how you can drink pint after pint of Guinness in a single
sitting, I am willing to bet any man here $500 dollars if he can drink ten
pints back-to-back.” They all went quiet.
Paddy on hearing the bet immediately runs out of the pub. About 30
minutes later Paddy returns, taps the Texan on the shoulder and says,
“Is that bet still on?” The Texan says, “Yes.”
Paddy then tears into all 10 pints drinking them back to back, much to
the amazement of the Texan. The other patrons cheer him on,
The Texan gives Paddy the $500 and says, “If ya don’t mind me askin’,
where did you go for that 30 minutes you were gone?”
Paddy replied, “Oh..I had to go to the pub down the street to see if I
could do it first.”
I THINK I HAVE A DEATH WISH: A blonde walks into a garage and
asks an employee, “I locked my keys in the car. Do you have a coat
hanger or something that I can stick through the window to unlock the
doors?”
Ten minutes later a truckie walks in can’t stop laughing, so the
employee asks him, “What’s so funny?” The truckie replies, “There is a
blonde outside who is trying to open her door with a coat hanger!” The
employee says, “So what? This could happen to anyone.”
But the truckie explains, “Sure, but usually there isn’t another blonde in
the car who is yelling a little more to the right..Nooo...a little more to the
right.”
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Not since the Vietnam War have our service personnel and veterans
faced so much pressure and misguided disrespect. They are and
were, all volunteers who signed up to put their lives on the line for
their Country and its people.

More than 1,200 former and serving members of the Australian
Defence Force have died by suicide in the past two decades. That’s
an horrific and unacceptable number. It can’t go on.
The Royal Commission into Defence and Veterans Suicide has finally
begun. Let’s hope it reveals and offers solutions to the systemic
issues which so weigh on our veterans. The choice of Royal
Commissioners looks encouraging. They are already in receipt of
630 submissions and will have plenty to ponder.
One issue sure to attract plenty of attention is the resourcing of the
Department of Veterans’ Affairs. It’s easy to be critical of those who
work within the Department and I’ve no doubt the quality varies. But
I’m also sure that the overwhelming majority are strongly motivated to
assist our veterans, but they cannot do so without adequate
resources. Veterans’ funding should be a top priority for every
government.
A more complex challenge for Government next year will be the
issues flowing from the Brereton report into events which occurred in
Afghanistan. The release of Justice Brereton’s report was poorly
handled by the Government. The Prime Minister should have been
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present for the release, pledging his support for our Special Forces
soldiers.
Sure, the small few who may have participated in unlawful conduct
will have no choice but to face serious sanction. But we must avoid
painting all of our servicemen with the same brush and remember
the circumstances of their deployment.

We sent them to the most dangerous place on earth to fight an
ununiformed enemy which fights to no rules. Too often we left them
under-resourced and provided them with mission plans which lacked
clarity.
Hopefully the Royal Commission will clot the psychological bleeding
and fix a broken system. But addressing all the issues will require
some reflection on the part of our politicians too. Let’s hope lessons
have already been learned.
I hope you had a great Christmas!
Kind regards
Tallen Howson – Media Advisor
Office of the Hon Joel Fitzgibbon MP
Federal Member for Hunter
TEL 02 4991 1022 | tallen.howson@aph.gov.au
Authorised by Joel Fitzgibbon ALP Canberra

DOCTORS ADVICE: My Doctor told me to improve my health to
pick two alcohol free days.
After giving it much thought, I decided to pick the 30 February
and the 31st September.
AGE: As you reach the so called golden years, you find getting
out of bed is still very easy. However getting up off the floor is
quite a different matter
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Statement RE Death of Private Jason Challis
01 September 2021 - 12:00pm
On 10 May 2017, Private Jason Challis, a Rifleman with the 5th Battalion, the
Royal Australian Regiment, was killed during a training incident at Mount
Bundey Training Area, in the Northern Territory.
Today, at the Northern Territory Local Court, Defence was convicted under the
Work Health and Safety Act 2011 for failing to provide Private Challis with a
safe workplace and fined $1 million. The tragic and deeply regrettable
consequence of this failure was the avoidable death of Private Challis.
The Australian Army community was shocked and saddened by the tragic loss
of Private Challis and we extend our deepest condolences to his family,
friends and colleagues.
Our people serve in uniform to protect Australians and make great sacrifices
to do so. The loss of any member of the Army community has a significant
impact. When that loss occurs during training, it is felt deeply.
The Army remains committed to the safety of our people in training and on
operations. Army has learned important lessons following the death of Private
Challis. These have been applied to make sure our people can train
realistically in a safe workplace.
Defence has strengthened its safety framework, policy and practices to better
manage risk. Army has implemented a network of Regional Land-Range
Safety Advisors in Darwin, Townsville, and Brisbane. These advisors provide
expert advice to Army personnel on all aspects of land range safety. A new
system ensures that Army personnel are qualified, competent and current to
conduct training.

Lest WE Forget

ON A LIGHTER NOTE:
Wife:-Straight out of bed early one morning doing her makeup.
Husband:-“Are you crazy?”
Wife:-“Just shut up. I need to unlock my phone. It’s on Face
Recognition Feature and it is not recognising me.”
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PRICELINE PHARMACY
Suppliers of all your prescriptions,
medical supplies, beautician products,
and advice, come in and talk to our
friendly staff for help Page 15
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Welcome to the Summer at last.
During the Wet we assisted the Toronto RSL Sub-Branch with Remembrance
Day Memorial Service at Goffet Park, cloudy day but no rain. The Service
was conducted by President, Bill Noble BEM. We assisted with the Flag
Control. Lyle Constable, John Taylor and Dave Herbert did the Flags and
Bruce Robberds placed our wreath on the Cenotaph. At the conclusion of the
Service, we were invited for refreshments by the RSL sub-Branch at the
Toronto Digger’s Club, from there we went to the Toronto Hotel for our
Bi-monthly Luncheon, which was held on the verandah, where masks were
not required. A surprise birthday cake was presented to my wife, Marjorie on
the occasion of her 90th birthday. Thank you to Janice and Kevin Hargrave for
providing the cake. Everybody had a nice meal and lots of conversation was
had between all as we had not seen each other for a while.
Our December meeting was held on Friday, 10th, a very short meeting but it
was discussed about the RSL Sub-Branch needing their room back for their
Pensions Department. As we were no longer using the room, we decided to
vacate the room and remove our equipment.
Gordon Gardiner was back from Queensland with bad news about his Lung
diagnosis.
Our next Luncheon was arranged for January 13th at Club Macquarie.
Our next meeting is the 10th February 2022 we do not know what covid
restrictions will be then.
After the December meeting we moved downstairs where we held our
Christmas Luncheon. Very nicely set up, thanks to Fiona. We were all glad
to see everybody including our Padre the Reverend Tony Lang and his wife,
Janet. All the women received a lucky door prize, and the Raffle was won by
Brian Jones.
I hope you have all had a nice Christmas and New Year celebration and
maybe a more settled year for 2022. Still a lot of sickness amongst our
members and their wives.
Wishing everyone all the best for the New Year.
Gordon Maxwell
President

WORK: Two Irishmen looking for work see a sign that reads TREE
FELLERS WANTED. “Oh, now, look at that,” said Paddy. “What a
pity there’s only de two of us!”
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I hope everyone had a great Christmas despite the Covid outbreaks which
continue to make life hard for us.
The good news is that our high levels of vaccination have kept our rates of
hospitalisations and deaths very low, and I’m certainly grateful for that.
I wanted to update you on a couple of things in this newsletter including the
Regional Seniors Travel Card, Anzac Day commemorations and the Dine
and Discover vouchers.
REGIONAL SENIORS TRAVEL CARD
Applications for the 2022 travel card for seniors open on January 17. This
is the $250 card available to most seniors living in the Lake Macquarie
LGA.
You can use the card for petrol or taxis, or for pre-booked Trainlink train
services and coaches.
If you’ve been eligible for the card previously, you’re again eligible for this
year’s card, but I’m pleased to say that after much lobbying of the Minister,
eligibility has been extended to those on a disability support pension or carer payment from Services Australia, so pretty much all seniors are now
able to get one.
The card will be available through Services NSW or online, but if you have
any difficulties in applying, phone my office on 4959-3200 and my staff will
help you out.
In great news, preparations are now under way for this year’s Anzac Day
commemorations throughout the local area.
With so many services cancelled over the past two years due to the Covid
pandemic, it appears we’ll finally be able to get things back to normal this
year.
Having said that, nothing made me prouder than to see the way so many
people adapted and adjusted to the cancellations in recent years. Seeing
residential streets lined with people standing outside their homes with candles at dawn will be something that stays with me for a long while, and no
doubt all of our returned servicemen and women.
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I also wanted to quickly mention that more Dine & Discover vouchers
have been made available to every NSW adult. This has been a really
popular scheme which was aimed at getting people back out and about
and spending money in local businesses which suffered enormously during the lockdowns.
Every adult in NSW received two additional vouchers last month, each
worth $25 – bringing the total number available to six (three Dine, and
three Discover).
You’ll find the vouchers in your Service NSW app, but if you don’t use the
app, simply log into your Service NSW account and print them off. If
you’re unable to do that, pop into the Service NSW centres at Toronto or
Warners Bay and the staff there will help you out.
All of the vouchers, including those you might have left over from last
year, are valid until June 30.
As always, I hope you’re in good health and good spirits, and here’s hoping 2022 turns out a whole lot better for us than the past two years!
If you require assistance with any State-related issue, don’t hesitate to
give me a call on 4959-3200. Until then, stay safe and well.
Don’t forget, if you have concerns about any State issue, don’t hesitate to
contact me or my Toronto office. Finally, I hope you all had a happy and
healthy Christmas. Lyn and I wish you all the best for 2020.
Regards

Lest We Forget
92 Victory Parade, Toronto NSW 2283
email: lakemacquarie@parliament.nsw.gov.au
facebook.com/GregPiper1MP

Electorate Office 4959 3200
www.gregpiper1.com

twitter.com/GregPiperMP

IRISH:Mick and Paddy were contemplating life when Mick asked Paddy, “If
you had to get one or the other would you rather Parkinsons or
Alzheimers?”
“Sure, I rather have Parkinsons”, replied Paddy, “It’s better to spill a
couple of drops of Jamison Irish Whiskey than to forget where you
keep the bottle.
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Ten years of Marine Rotational Force – Darwin
16 November 2021 - 11:50am
On November 16, 2011, Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard and United
States President Barack Obama announced an extension of Australia’s
existing Defence alliance with the United States.
The United States Force Posture Initiatives (USFPI), including the
establishment of the Marine Rotational Force – Darwin (MRF-D), were core
to the alliance and a tangible demonstration of the shared interests and
deep engagement with the Indo-Pacific region.
Ten years on from the announcement of the USFPI, up to 2500 US Marines
deploy to Northern Territory military bases through the dry season each
year, living, working and socialising with Army, Navy and Air Force
members from March to October.
MRF-D has grown in size and complexity since the first rotation in 2012,
reaching 2500 Marines in 2019.
This year, 2200 Marines undertook teaming and training with the Australian
Army 1st Brigade, and together achieved significant joint training objectives
and outcomes.
Commander Headquarters Northern Command Colonel Marcus Constable
said, “Our alliance with the United States is our most important defence
relationship”.
“The focus of the MRF-D into the future will be what best supports our
strategic objectives to increase engagement with our regional partners;
deepen interoperability between the ADF and the US Marine Corps; and
position our forces to respond to potential crises in the region,” he said.
“The alliance is the cornerstone of Australian security and together we are
committed to ensuring a secure, inclusive and resilient Indo-Pacific.”
MRF-D participate in multilateral exercises including Carabaroo and Hari’i
Hamutuk, engaging with regional partners from Timor-Leste, Papua New
Guinea, France, Malaysia, Thailand, Singapore, Vietnam and the
Philippines in previous years, as well as most recently Indonesia and
Japan.
Combined exercises such as Crocodile Response, Southern Jackaroo,
Loobye and Koolendong focus on strengthening bilateral military
Cont
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capabilities and preparing ADF forces for crisis and contingency
response including humanitarian assistance, security operations and
high-end warfighting.
Each rotation of MRF-D brings new capabilities to the field. This year had
a Role 2 field hospital with medical equipment including surgical,
radiology and laboratory tech, a low-altitude air defence detachment with
Stinger missile launchers and the RQ-21 Blackjack unmanned air
vehicles.
This year’s rotation coincided with the 70th anniversary of the Australia,
New Zealand and United States (ANZUS) treaty.
MRF-D 21 Commanding Officer Colonel David Banning said MRF-D was
a highly capable force, prepared to operate with its Australian partners.
“Being able to continue MRF-D rotations while making the necessary
adjustments to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic is a testament to the
alliance relationship and the discipline of our forces,” Colonel Banning
said.

“We look forward to next year’s MRF-D rotation, and the opportunity to
continue to deepen our ties with our Australian partners and engage with
regional partners in the Indo-Pacific.”
Announced at this year’s Australia-United States Ministerial
Consultations (AUSMIN) was an agreement to further enhance US force
posture cooperation in Australia in four key areas including: integrated
logistics capability; existing enhanced air co-operation; maritime
sustainment co-operation; and evolving bilateral and multilateral
operations and exercises.
AGE: One way to find out if your old is to fall down in front of a lot
of people. If they laugh. You’re still young. If they panic and start
running to you, you’re old.
******* ******** *
As you get older you have got to stay positive. *For Example*, the
other day I fell down the stairs. Instead of getting upset, I just
thought, “Wow, that’s the fastest I’ve moved for years!”
* * * ** **********
RED WINE: The secret of enjoying a good wine is:1. Open it and let it breath.
2. If it does not look like its breathing, give it mouth to mouth.
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217 ARMY CADET UNIT
SUMMER 2022
1
2

Hello Readers and Happy Holidays!
End of the year certainly gave us all plenty to do. We had to suspend
face to face training again in early Term 3 and conducted our training in
an online format until the last week where we had a small get together
to thank all the cadets and their families for sticking through the year. I
would like to acknowledge the efforts of CDTWO2 C. Smith and
CDTSGT K. Deaves who have taken on the senior leadership roles
within the Unit during these difficult times.
3
In other Personnel news, I would like to congratulate Mr. Caleb
Watts on completing the Module 2 of the Grade 1 Course which allows
him to be promoted to 2LT. LT (AAC) Gordon Macey has formally
resigned his position as an Adult Cadet Staff member however will
remain as a Volunteer for 217 ACU. I would like to acknowledge the
continued effort Gordon has made in the 14 years he has been involved
with the Unit as both an ACS member and my Mentor. Thank you

4
Last Year we also received notice from Charlton Christian College
that we would be required to vacate the School grounds by April 2022.
This was slightly earlier than expected however not without previous
notification. Due to the school’s enrolments being larger than expected
over the last few years the site that 217 ACU currently hold is needed for
additional Classrooms to cater for the school’s growth.
5
It looks like we have a new location at Edgeworth, co-locating with
Hunter Care and Life Education. We hope to have this move finalised by
the end of January so the physical move can occur as soon as possible.
6

COVID has continued to impact the delivery of the AAC program not
just locally but to a state level and we have had to cancel several
activities due to the risk factors around the virus. We are planned to
return back to parade in February at Charlton until the relocation.

Have a safe summer and thank you for your continued support and
patience.
Kind Regards ~ Yvonne Fuller

CAPT (AAC)
Mobile: 0409 310 713
217 Army Cadet Unit (ACU)
Unit email: 217acu@armycadets.gov.au
Officer Commanding (OC)
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PENSIONS REPORT
When the RMA meet they discuss many issue as far as making amendments
to the Statement of Principals (SoPs) etc., all the time; so if you think you have
a genuine claim for Service in the ADF you can check for any new decisions
made by the RMA on their website under ”What’s New”. http://www.rma.gov.au
*******************
Our Pension Officers have been very busy of late with quite a few cases
underway, totalling between 10 and 12 clients, all at a varying stager with
the Department of Veterans’ Affairs.
However: If it is felt that you have a case for Service in the ADF or believe
you are entitled to a War Widow and/or Widower Pension, feel free to
contact one of our Pension Officers/Advocates who will be more then
happy to assist you with your claim.
Pension Officers are on duty in these sub-Branch office’s on Wednesday
between the hours of 9.30am and 12 midday. Other times by appointment.
Phone 4959 3699

HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED MAKING A BEQUEST OR
INCLUDING THIS SUB BRANCH IN YOUR WILL
May we encourage you to think of us when making a bequest or
when you are making your will. Your memorial gift will help us towards our goal; to look after the welfare needs of veterans, their widows and their dependent's on a continuing basis at no cost to them.

Last Post

The following members and comrades
have passed away since our last issue

Eva June CURWEN ~ AUSTRALIAN WOMENS ARMY SERVICE
02/01/2022

Lest we forget
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LA CASA DEL FORMAGGIO
Tomato, Ricotta & Basil Flatbread
BREAKIE
(With Traditional Bocconcini ~ SERVES 4)

220g (approx. 6 balls) of La Casa Del Formaggio
Bocconcini
120g La Casa Formaggio Ricotta
300g ripe truss or cherry tomatoes
2 x Flatbread
1 small tub of Pizza Sauce
1 small red onion
Handful fresh basil, chop ~ Extra for top when cooked
Sea salt and black pepper
Preheat oven to 200c fan-forced. Line baking tray with
baking paper and place flatbread bases on tray.
Pre-bake for 5 minutes.
Thin slices of onion, cut tomatoes & slice bocconcini.
Mix Ricotta with chopped basil and a little salt.
Spread the flatbreads with Pizza Sauce and top with
Ricotta Mix.
Add onions, tomatoes and bocconcini, sprinkle with
salt and pepper.

Bake at 200c fan-forced for 10 minutes. Remove from
oven, garnish with fresh herbs, enjoy.
Bon appetit
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Side Vegetable for BBQ or any meal
(SERVES 6-8

PREP 15 MINS

CO0K 4 MINS)

3 bunches broccolini or asparagus
400g snow peas or sugar snap peas, trimmed
150g Persian fetta ,crumbled (I used Danish)
half a cup flacked almonds, lightly toasted
DRESSING
quarter cup extra-virgin olive oil
quarter cup lemon juice
1 small garlic,
crushed
3 tsp horseradish cream
2 tsp
honey
Dressing, in a small jug, whisk together all
ingredients.
Season with salt and pepper
Bring a large saucepan of lightly salted water to the
boil. Add broccolini, cook about 2 minutes.
Add peas, cook a further 1 to 2 minutes, or until
just tender.
Drain , arrange vegetables on serving platter, pour
over dressing and sprinkle with cheese and almonds. Serve immediately.
Delish.
Bon appetit
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Base Williamtown; ~ Is a “Royal Australian Air Force “ established on 15
February 1941 to provide protection for the strategic port and steel manufacturing
facilities of the Hunter Region.The base was initially served by four runways, each
1,100m (3,600ft) in length to meet the needs of the Williamtown Flying School.
The School consisted of 62 buildings which accommodated 366 officers and men.
A number of Australian Empire Air Training Scheme squadrons were formed at
Williamtown before proceeding overseas, No. 4 Operational Training Unit was
located at Williamtown from October 1942 until the unit was disbanded in April
1944. Following World War II, Williamtown was retained as the RAAF's main
fighter base and was equipped with squadrons of Gloster Meteor and CAC Sabre
fighters.
In 1961 the squadron of Meteors were replaced with the Dassault Mirage aircraft.
On-base facilities were gradually expanded post war and through until the late
1960s.
In 1983 the role of Williamtown was upgraded to a tactical fighter base in
preparation of the replacement of the Mirages with 75 F/A-18 Hornets in 1989.
The following year Williamtown became headquarters for the Tactical Fighter
group and acquired new headquarter buildings, hangars, workshops, stores,
medical facilities and a base chapel.
As of August 2017 RAAF Williamtown employed approximately 3,500 personnel,
including military, civilians and contractors, and generated A$150 million per
annum by way of salaries in the Hunter Region economy.
Williamtown is home to F/A-18 Hornet fighters operated by No. 2 Operational
Conversion Unit, No. 3 Squadron and No. 77 Squadron, BAE Hawk 127 Lead-In
Fighters operated by No. 76 Squadron, E-7A Wedgetail airborne early warning
and control aircraft operated by No. 2 Squadron and Pilatus PC-9 forward air
control aircraft (operated by No. 4 Squadron. It is also home to the Australian
Defence Force Warfare Centre and Surveillance and Response Group RAAF.
RAAF Base Williamtown has most of the facilities one would expect to find in a
small town, including sporting fields, recreation facilities, cinema and a fortnightly
newspaper highlighting activities around the Base and outside community RAAF
Williamtown is the home to Fighter World, a museum dedicated to Australian
fighter aircraft.
In 2014 the Australian Government announced that Williamtown will be the home
base for the F-35 Lightning II Joint Strike Fighters; the first of which arrived in
December 2018, and enter service with the RAAF in 2020.
Redevelopment works to prepare the base for the F-35, including a 2000 ft runway
extension, began in January 2015. This runway extension will allow fighters to
take off without the use of their noisy afterburners, minimising noise for local
communities.
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The Royal Australian Air Force has celebrated the retirement of its fleet of singleseat F/A-18A and two-seat F/A-18B Classic Hornets, after over 35 years of service
to Australia. They were officially retired on the 21 November 2021.
Since entering into service with the RAAF in 1986, Air Force has welcomed 75
Classic Hornets, operated by Number 75 Squadron at RAAF Base Tindal, and
Number 3 and 77 Squadron at RAAF Base Williamtown.
In its over three decades of service, the Classic Hornet multirole fighter fleet has
completed more than 400,000 flight hours across thousands of missions.
In the 36 years since then, the fleet has been deployed on a number of key military
operations, most notably the NATO-led mission following the 9/11 terrorist attack in
the US.
Missions included the safeguarding of the US air base in Diego Garcia from where
operations in Afghanistan were launched, and its deployment in Iraq, where it
attacked enemy targets and provided air cover for the SAS
The RAAF recently received three new F-35 jets, taking the total size of the existing fleet to 44.
The new aircraft touched down at RAAF Base Williamtown, where these were
accepted by No. 77 Squadron.
This was the last delivery for the 2021 calendar year.
The Commonwealth government has ordered 72 F-35A aircraft under the Joint
Strike Fighter program.

Toronto West Tyre Service
Phone (02) 4959 3738

•

All Brands of New Tyres
Batteries
Mechanical Repairs
Authorised Inspection Station

•

Mick and Kate LINANNE

•
•
•

31 Nicholson Street
Toronto West 2283
OPEN: Mon to Fri: 8am to 5pm ~ Sat: 8am to 12 midday

TORONTO’S OLDEST TYRE SERVICE
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ANDREW DAVIS COMPENSATION CASE
The following in part was referred to in the Newcastle Herald in November
2021, and reported by Andrew Davis an Army Reverse veteran who in a
statement that after he had been waiting for seven months for a decision
from the Military and Rehabilitation and Compensation Commission
(Department of Veterans’ Affairs) over his claim for injuries suffered during
service, he decided to take the case to court for a better outcome for
himself and others. In doing this he stated “Sometimes you’ve just got to
stand up for what’s right and give it a try.”
The lead up to this was that Mr. Davis served from 2011 to 2019 and it was
during this service he tore a tendon during a training camp. He was
operated on to rectify the problem, however, reported that during surgery
they ended up cutting the nerves which sent him on a long and painful road
in terms of treatment and health. Since his initial claim Mr. Davis has
submitted a further claim to be decided, as in his case some conditions
have led to other problems.
The case was heard by Justice Logan who said during proceedings that
parliament had stated in its “grandiosely titled” Australian Veterans’
Recognition (Putting Veterans’ and Their Families First) law that the Military
Rehabilitation and Compensation Commission is committed to deciding
claims within 90 days from the day it receives them or further requests
information. He further went on to say that in the present proceedings
establishes that in practice, that the statement in the Recognition Act is
presently, and has been for a considerable time before today, been ‘nothing
more than cant.’
A Department of Veterans’ Affairs representative gave evidence and was
unable to give a specific date as to when Mr. Davis’ claims would be
allocated to a commission delegate for determination. Claims are dealt with
on a triage basis but Justice Logan said this meant Mr. Davis was being
deferred, giving priority to others.
Justice Logan further found that the 90 day commitment was not “a legally
enforceable obligation” but the commission needed to decide a claim
within a reasonable time. Further, on the evidence in this case the
commission’s failure to make a decision in his case is not a consequence
of neglect, oversight or perversity. He added that it was apparent resources
made available to the Department of Veterans’ Affairs “have been most
inadequate to achieve the aspiration” of deciding claims within 90 days.

Justice Logan, who is the President of the Defence Force
Discipline Appeal Tribunal and was a Major in the Army
Reserves’ Intelligence Corps, commented inadequate
resources in relation to veterans’ was not unique in recent
times.
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66 The Boulevarde
Toronto 2283

Andrew Fennell
Sharyn Fennell
Proprietors
Phone (02) 4959 1092
Fax (02) 4950 5089

toronto@the luckycharm.com.au
www.theluckycharm.com.au

A beautiful cemetery and crematorium for our community
A dedicated Veteran, Services and Family Remembrance Garden
A special place for ex-service men and women to lie at peace with their
families

For further information, call into our
office or telephone for an appointment.

405 Cessnock Road, Ryhope NSW • Phone 02 4950 5727
www.lakemacqauriememorialpark.com.au

